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	Friday 6 – Sunday 8 May 2011

DEBDEN HOUSE WEEKEND

Sounds of Africa
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This is to let you know about our residential weekend next May with Dr Ken Ireland at Debden House, Debden Green, Loughton, IG10 2NZ (Friday evening to Sunday afternoon), where we hope to repeat the success of earlier courses.

If you’d like to join us, please book now. I will need a £30 deposit with the booking (cheques payable to Ilford WEA), please, and the completed booking form (overleaf).  The balance will be payable at the weekend.

We will be discussing three fascinating short novels Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Half of a Yellow Sun and Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. 
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (Penguin Modern Classics 2010) is seen as the archetypal modern African novel in English. It depicts the life of Okonkwo, a leader and local wrestling champion in Umuofia— one of a fictional group of nine villages in Nigeria, inhabited by the Igbo ethnic group. It also focuses on his three wives, his children, and the influences of British colonialism and Christian missionaries on his traditional Igbo community during the late nineteenth century.

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Half of a Yellow Sun (Harper Perennial 2007) takes place in Nigeria during the Nigerian-Biafran War in 1967-1970. The effect of the war is shown through the dynamic relationships of five people’s lives ranging from high ranking political figures, a professor, a British citizen, and a houseboy. After the British left Nigeria and stopped ruling, conflicts arose over what government would rule over the land. The land split and the Nigeria-Biafra war started. The lives of the main characters drastically changed and were torn apart by the war and decisions in their personal life.
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (Norton Critical Editions 2006), is widely regarded as a significant work of English literature. The story tells of Charles Marlow, an Englishman who took a foreign assignment from a Belgian trading company as a ferry-boat captain in Africa. Heart of Darkness exposes the myth behind colonization while exploring the three levels of darkness that the protagonist, Marlow, encounters--the darkness of the Congo wilderness, the darkness of the European's cruel treatment of the natives, and the unfathomable darkness within every human being for committing heinous acts of evil.

Ken will illuminate these novels with other works of literature, art and music, and we will have a related DVD on hand for Saturday afternoon. 

The total cost for the weekend will be £190 each for a single room.  Double rooms are cheaper (£160 each) – and sharing helps us to accommodate more people on the weekend. We have a few “day” places.
We have listed recommended editions, but any will do. If you would like me to arrange a second-hand copy of one (or more) of the books for you at respectively about £6, £3 and £8 (or less for other editions) each, now or later on, please let me know. 

Any queries or problems, please send an email or leave me a message on 020 8508 2932.  

Once again I am happy to arrange lifts from Theydon Bois station for those coming by Underground.

If you know of any-one else who might be interested, please ask them - I can provide further copies.

We hope you can come.
	David Linnell
30/01/11

	20 Eleven Acre Rise Loughton Essex IG10 1AN
david.linnell@phonecoop.coop
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